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Association rebuffs proposal for nominating marine reserves
By Terry Dillman Of the News-Times

Oregon Coastal Zone Management Association members were anything but reserved during their discussion about 
Gov. Ted Kulongoski's push to establish marine reserves in Oregon's territorial sea. During the organization's Oct. 12 
session in Reedsport, members made it clear they support the concept of marine reserves, but would prefer to 
scuttle the governor's current mandated process to create them.

OCZMA Director Onno Husing told the group the governor "is committed to - and has instructed the Ocean Policy 
Advisory Council to lay the groundwork for - a public nomination process in 2008 to solicit nominations for potential 
marine reserve sites within the territorial sea."

Controversy has dogged the idea of setting aside marine reserves since it first emerged under the leadership of former 
Gov. John Kitzhaber.

Conservation and environmental groups consider Kulongoski's approach an opportunity to protect valuable ocean 
ecosystems and public marine resources. Supporters outnumbered critics when the idea first surfaced, but the 
pendulum is quickly swinging toward marine reserve opponents as barnacle-like sentiments against the governor's 
imposed timetable encrust it.

Too many questions remain unanswered, critics say, and the time frame to seek viable answers to those questions is 
too short.

As it stands now, the governor's office is scheduled to begin accepting nominations for proposed marine reserve areas 
from the public the first of next year, after which OPAC will have about a year to evaluate those suggestions and make 
a decision on which, if any, to recommend. Critics (among them coastal community, government, and fishing 
industry representatives) consider the effort draconian, calling it an unfunded rush-to-judgment dictated by the 
governor's office that takes away OPAC's advisory role, relegates the council to rubber stamp status, and ignores the 
concerns of coastal communities.

Wave energy projects and other ocean initiatives seeking their share of the territorial sea multiply those concerns.

Husing said opinions "from the local perspective" run the gamut from full support to "yes, but not enthused" to "heck, 
no, we have enough management of fisheries now." Most are in the middle, and they are focused on what Husing calls 
"the why issue" (as in why create marine reserves at all?) and having a valid public nomination process with 
discussion "anchored in the local coastal communities" to connect with those whose livelihoods most depend on 
ocean resources.

While some folks are ambivalent, OCZMA representatives weren't, nor were they shy in expressing their opinions 
about the governor's directive.

"This is the velvet green glove of environmentalism, and what's in it is an iron fist," said Dan Varoujean from the Coos 
Soil and Water Conservation District board of directors. "You can hear it in the language (of the governor's proposal). 
It's an edict, not a true democratic process."

Terminology used by the governor's office, opponents contend, is as telling as the forced timetable. The descriptor for 
reserves has morphed from "heritage" to "cultural," a seemingly subtle but critical nuance that plays to members of 
the public - a largely misinformed public, critics say - concerned about preserving ocean resources for future 
generations.

Varoujean referred to a definition of ocean penned by Ambrose Bierce that, for him, describes the situation perfectly: 
"Ocean, n. A body of water occupying about two-thirds of a world made for man - who has no gills."

Unlike other public set-asides, reserve opponents add, most people will never actually see or use a marine reserve, 
especially if the proposed plan passes muster. As outlined, it would ban all public or private activities, except 
research efforts, within the established reserves.

Bierce penned that rip tide of a definition as part of his infamous tome, "The Devil's Dictionary." Varoujean and others 
said Bierce would have a field day poking at the governor's onerous marine reserve policy.
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One OCZMA member declared that Oregon has "the best fish management system anywhere," and cited the need to 
get the word out "to counter the notion our oceans are in trouble when they're not." Every single species, others 
noted, is already highly and responsibly regulated, and more state regulations are unnecessary, especially the 
"parochial view" taken in Kulongoski's mandate. Several said the governor is not asking OPAC for advice, but "making 
all the policy calls" himself, then "telling OPAC to carry out his will."

"The process is flawed, and it's doomed to failure if it moves forward as is," said Port of Newport Commissioner Ginny 
Goblirsch. "The governor's office needs to know we're not necessarily opposed to marine reserves, but we are 
opposed to the process."

The Port of Newport has led the way by adopting a resolution asking the governor to change course, and inviting all 
Oregon coast county, city, and port officials to join them. Many have, including Newport and Depoe Bay city councils.

Port of Newport officials sent a letter to OPAC Chair Scott McMullen along with a copy of their resolution, outlining 
additional reasons for asking the governor to back down the throttle.

"The preservation of Oregon's Territorial Sea is vital to sustaining the economic survival of coastal communities and 
ocean users," stated the Sept. 5 letter signed by port commissioners Rob Halverson, Dean Fleck, Ginny Goblirsch, 
Don Mathews, and JoAnn Barton.

"This process appears to be a feel-good measure for state leadership with no consideration being given to coastal 
fishing communities and the likely challenges that will be imposed upon them," they added.

They urged OPAC to take advantage of "some of the best resources to steer this process for preservation and best 
sustainability" of the territorial sea - commercial fishermen from Brookings to Astoria, especially Newport's 
fishermen "who have participated in and have been pioneers in the development of successful, sustainable fisheries for 
decades on the Oregon coast." Finally, they emphasized the need to restrict the proposed nomination process to 
proposals from scientists, fishing industry representatives, ocean regulatory agencies, and coastal community 
representatives, rather than a statewide free-for-all.

As a non-profit association of representatives from Oregon coastal counties, cities, ports, and soil and water 
conservation districts, OCZMA is in a position to provide a wide spectrum of input from those most likely to feel the 
effects of a system of marine reserves.

In 2002, when the idea was first seriously bandied about, OCZMA adopted a groundbreaking resolution that Onno 
Husing at the time characterized as "a pragmatic statement reflecting our serious concerns about the siting of marine 
reserves." "Hastily designated marine protected areas could bankrupt a lot of people on the Oregon coast, especially 
people in commercial and recreational fisheries," Husing added. "Too often in the past, decisions about natural 
resources have been made in a vacuum by people and government agencies unconnected and unfamiliar with local 
concerns."

Five years later, coastal communities face a more imminent possibility of having marine reserves put in place, again 
without the due process first requested in 2002 and reiterated this year. With that in mind, OCZMA Vice Chair Jack 
Brown, a city government representative of "small, but mighty" Depoe Bay, recommended updating the 2002 
resolution to reflect OCZMA's current official position - a recommendation that received unanimous approval.

Husing expects to rework the resolution and have it ready to present at the next OPAC session set for Nov. 29-30 in 
Gold Beach.

"No one's hearts and mind are being won by the process currently in place," he concluded, urging them to fill the room 
at the OPAC meeting "with fishermen and coastal community folks" to send a loud and clear message to the 
governor's office. "We need to stay engaged to protect our communities and way of life."

Terry Dillman is a reporter for the News-Times. He can be reached at (541) 265-8571 ext. 225, or 
terrydillman@newportnewstimes.com.
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