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American Legion Hall – Location of Meeting  
 

Association of Northwest Steelheaders  
Tualatin Valley Chapter 
Box 5594 Aloha, OR 97006-5594 
Web: www.nwsteelheaders.org 
Email: tualatinvalley@nwsteelheaders.org 

“Anglers Dedicated to Enhancing and Protecting Fisheries and their Habitats for Today and the Future” 

SW Alexander 

Hwy. 8 = Tualatin-Valley Hwy 
      To  
Beaverton 

      To  
Hillsboro 

202nd 
Safeway &  

Rite-Aid  
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American 
Legion Hall  

“Market Centre”   Plaza 

 

Newsletter Information  
Send your stories and pictures for the newsletter and earn free 
door prize tickets. 

Davorin Fundak, 930 NW 161st Ter., Beaverton, OR 97 006 
Email --  davorinf@msn.com 

 

Advertising 
Annual rate is just $29 to advertise in the newsletter for the 
entire year!   That’s a bargain at less than $5 a month. 
 
 

Join the Northwest Steelheaders 
Limited Time Introductory Rate Only $10 

 

Join the Northwest Steelheaders! 
___ New    $10       ___ Regular  $30         ___ Senior  $15                 
___ Youth  $15       ___ Family   $40          ___ Disabled  $15       
___ Life   $500       ___ Sustaining             ___ Business  
 
Name ______________________________________________ 
 
Street ______________________________________________ 
 
City ________________________  State _______ Zip ________ 
 
E Mail ______________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________________________ 
Mail to:    NW Steelheaders, Box 5594 Aloha, OR 97006 

 
 

 
 
 

Member of NW Steelheaders 
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Todd Asbury, STEP Biologist at the Clackamas Hatchery   
And new product:  Hand Sanitizer Wipes, with Anise 

 

7:00pm, Thursday, March 15  -- Dinner and Beverage Service at 6:00pm  
American Legion Hall  

OFFICERS 
President  
Todd Crawford         318-6113 
t.crayfin@verizon.net 
 
Vice-President 
LeRoy Schultz         648-6871 
hooknset47@comcast.net 
 
Secretary/Recorder 
Dave Dykes            640-0522 
sky_pilot44@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer 
Chuck Spear 
spear.chuck@verizon.net 
 

DIRECTORS 
Programs 
Doug Hunt              641-3637 
huntdmnj@comcast.net 
 
Membership 
Mark Hutchinson    649-1028 
hutchisfishin@comcast.net 
 
Education/School Activities 
LeRoy Schultz       648-6871 
hooknset47@comcast.net 
Dick Henningsen 
 
Door Prize 
Chuck Halva            591-0918 
halvashomebrew 
         @comcast.net 
 
STEP Projects 
Paul Johnson          246-3735 
prjohnson1@comcast.net 
Dick Henningsen     648-7233 
 
Catch-n-Release Contest 
Paul Johnson          246-3735 
prjohnson1@comcast.net 
 
Newsletter 
Davorin Fundak       531-3908 
davorinf@msn.com 
 

PAST-PRESIDENT 
Marc Davis              643-4117 
mdavis@nwsteelheaders.org 

Association of Northwest Steelheaders  
Tualatin Valley Chapter 

“Anglers Dedicated to Enhancing and Protecting Fisheries and their Habitats 
for Today and the Future” 

Business Meeting 
6:00pm Wednesday one week 
before the chapter meeting at 
the American Legion Hall.  
           All are welcome. 

 
From the Desk of Marc Davis 
President, Association of Northwest Steelheaders 
 
     Not too long ago at a chapter meeting, you auctioned off a special trip for one of your members to 
go on a hosted learning trip.  The proceeds of that auction will pay for the rent for most of this year’s 
chapter meetings so that was a good move on your part. 
     The winning bidder, Larry Hull, has gone on his trip to the upper Sandy.  As advertised, Larry 
learned the “low rodding” technique to perfection and got an exposure to bobber and jig fishing in a 
target rich environment.  He learned how to properly fling spoons to waiting fish and make them come 
to the bank.  His bottle of Slick’s Secret Sauce proved to be the undoing of a few bright winters, all of 
which were returned to the stream unharmed to continue their journey.  The weather was dismal and 
we got a great photo of hail pelting off Larry’s sombrero.  The fish, however, did not care a whit about 
the weather and continued to bite anyway. 
     The low rodding technique is best taught when biters are present.  It is very difficult to describe to 
someone what the take feels like in a meaningful manner.  Luckily, the steelies were happy to oblige 
and two of the first four got to kiss the sand.  We had so much fun the first time that Larry got invited 
for a return visit.  On that second trip we hooked 16 and landed eleven.  All were on the sauce and 
Corkies, and Mr. Hull made it plain that low rodding works for him.  The water was lower and the 
current slower, so the takes were tougher to feel.  We beached two doubles on the second trip and the 
guys on the other side of the river got to enjoy a clinic put on by Mr. Hull.  I thoroughly enjoyed his 
company and look forward to spending more time with Larry on the river. 
     Your chapter’s president Todd Crawford is in Washington D.C. as I’m writing this.  He will have a 
full report of his trip at the meeting and will tell you about his adventures on Capitol Hill.  The weather 
in DC was terrible for his trip and I hope he makes it back on a timely basis.  Just before the NW 
Steelheader’s Hall of Fame Banquet, Norm and I get to go to DC for the annual meeting at National 
Wildlife Federation.  Norm will miss the banquet this year as he must remain in the nation’s capitol 
until the day following the dinner to represent the Association.  I can be spared a day early and will fly 
home to, hopefully, get off the plane just in time for the festivities that evening.  The TV chapter has 
booked three tables for the banquet and at the last meeting there were several seats left for the affair.  If 
you haven’t gotten in touch with Todd or Chuck Halva to reserve a seat, you best do so.  
     Quite a few of our members have signed on for a trip to the Nushagak River in June to stay at Bob 
Toman’s camp for four or five days.  I’ll be making a new promo DVD for Bob on that trip, and we all 
hope that we hit the Nush with good weather and excellent fishing.  Expect to see at one of the Fall 
meetings some of your chapter’s members holding screaming reels and dragging in Northern Nookers 
to fill the freezer. 
       Tight Lines, 
       Marc Davis 
 
 

  CALENDAR  
MARCH 

15  Chapter Meeting  
17  Tree Planting Necanicum River 
24  Kids’ Fishing – Loren’s Pond 
31  Association Banquet and Auction 
 

 

 
APRIL 

  3  Lobby Day - Salem  
11  Business Meeting 
18  Fish in Hot Water – Metzger Park 
19  Chapter Meeting and Election 
28  Annual Raffle Drawing 
 

 
MAY 

  5  Kids’ Fishing 
          Vernonia Pond 
  9  Business Meeting 
17  Chapter Meeting 
19  Kids’ Fishing  
            Hebo Lake 
 



 
 

 
 

 
             Association News 

Hall of Fame Banquet Auction Only Days Away 
There is still time to make reservations for the 
Association Banquet/Auction set for March 31, 2006.  
KATU Channel 2 Outdoor Reporter Grant McOmie will 
be the event’s Master of Ceremonies and Auctioneer.  
You can now make your reservations on our website: 
http://www.nwsteelheaders.org/events/20BanqAuc.htm. 
You can also call or e-mail the office about the event. 

Salmon Planning Act Gaining Federal Support 
Oregon’s Earl Blumenauer and 17 other Congressmen 
are now sponsors of the Salmon Planning Act we have 
been working on with Save Our Wild Salmon for the 
past several years. Representative David Wu needs to 
hear from Oregonians that he, too, should be a sponsor.  
Call his office today! Portland: 503-326-2901 

Speak Up on Seal Predation Issue 
 The feds have started 
the process requested 
by Northwest states to 
consider more 
effective management 
solutions. The 
Steelheaders have  

continued our efforts, including a request to have a 
representative on the task force, but now it is time for 
individual members to also speak up. You can send an 
email to SeaLion.Predation@noaa.gov  no later than 
April 2nd to let your voice be heard.   

Raffle Tickets Available 
The date of the drawing is getting near and less than half 
of the tickets printed have been sold. Win prizes for 
selling raffle tickets! There will be a prize for the top 
seller at each chapter and all sellers will get a chance at 
another prize for each book they buy or sell. Half the 
proceeds are pure profit for your chapter with the 
Association paying all expenses from the other half. 
Help your chapter and the Association while you earn a 
chance at prizes by selling raffle tickets. Chapters get 
tickets for distribution to their members by calling or e-
mailing the Association office. 

Steelheaders Win Another River Rights Case 
Our lawyer in the successful John Day River case, Thane 
Tienson, stepped in for us again. In the Klamath River 
duck hunter case the state court returned the case to the 
circuit court for reversal in favor of the defendants based 
on “the common law floatage easement and public 
access.” 
 

Clackacraft Drift Boat Winner Claims Prize 
A Vancouver, Washington resident was understandably 
excited and anxious to pick up his new Clackacraft Drift 
boat. Art Israelson (with some help from Larry Beaver) sold 
most of the tickets, while Bill Beith ensured the bookkeeping 
was meticulously maintained.  They earned nearly $9,000 
with this river-ready donation from Bruce Belles at 
Clackacraft. We owe them our thanks. 

Lobby Day in Salem April 3rd  
Mark the date on your calendar and plan to visit your 
legislator on Northwest Steelheader Lobby Day - Tuesday, 
April 3rd. The Northwest Steelheaders will join with the 
Oregon Conservation Network in the State Capitol on 
Tuesday, April 3rd. The Northwest Steelheader briefing will 
be at 10:00 a.m. in Room 167 in the State Capitol. Activities 
will go on throughout the day, so if you can take a day off 
work (or the river) to join us in the Capitol, please RSVP to 
Phil Donovan’s office at 503-968-7161 or 
phil@nwpublicaffairs.com.  

Magazine Distribution Coordinator Needed 
There are several chapters with volunteers delivering 
Steelheader magazines to stores. Some stores run out while 
others have volunteers from different chapters trying to stock 
the same display. We need a volunteer to coordinate 
magazine distribution. This is any easy job that is mostly 
communication with chapter volunteers via phone or 
computer. Let Chris Keller at the office know if you can 
help:  503-653-4176 or ckeller@nwsteelheaders.org . 

Mary Attaway Honored by ODFW & STEP  
Several McLoughlin Chapter leaders were on hand at the 
Salmon Trout Advisory Committee (STAC)  meeting when 
STEP Biologist Jeff Fulop, in presenting the award, said, 
“Mary Attaway with the McLoughlin Chapter of  the 
Northwest Steelheaders stands out. Every spring Mary 
organizes the troops for the Oregon City Net Pen project. It’s 
a big job that entails set-up, fish in pens, feeding, fish 
release, and pen breakdown.  Mary gets the members out 
there in any kind of weather. They have gotten so proficient 
at it that I more or less stay out of the way. Mary is also an 
important player on the Passport to Fishing planning 
committee.” 

Fish in Hot Water?  Jim Martin to Explain  
NWF, Pure Fishing, and the Steelheaders are hosting an 
event on April 18 at Metzger Park in Tigard. Learn how you 
can help assure salmon and steelhead survival. A Loomis rod 
is the grand door prize. Contact Joelle Robinson for details 
robinsonj@nwf.org 206-285-8707 x105. 



                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Association Raffle 
     Well, we are coming into the home stretch for 
Association raffle for the trip to Alaska.  We still have just 
over 200 tickets available for sale.  This year’s Grand Prize 
is a 5 day 4 night trip for 2 people to Yakutat Lodge that 
includes air fare, room and board plus one days guided 
fishing, a $4630 value! 
     For those that have bought tickets, please return the 
stub portions to me at any of the upcoming meetings.  
Those need to be turned into the Association office to be 
entered for the prizes.  Remember, individual tickets sell for 
$1 each, 6 tickets for $5, or 25 tickets for $20.  
     I will have tickets at all of the Chapter meetings until the 
drawing and can be contacted anytime you need more tickets 
at (503) 591-0918 or at halvashomebrew@comcast.net.  
   - Chuck Halva 

Mentor Program 
by Chuck Halva 

 
Hayden Halva and Nathan Bohlman on the Sandy River 

Chapter member Nathan Bohlman, my son Hayden and I set out to 
give the lower Sandy River a shot on a recent Sunday morning.  Nathan 
signed up for the Chapter’s fishing mentor program.  He had built a 
new plug rod that he wanted to try out from a drift boat.  We arrived at 
the ramp to see a mostly green river, on the almost too high side, but 
possibly fishable.  It turned out to be a nice sunny day, despite the gusty 
gorge winds.  We had a good time getting to know each other and 
swapping fish stories, and planned a sturgeon trip in Nathan’s new boat.  
There were no fish for us this day, but it was nice to get out on the river 
and get to know a fellow Steelheader.  If you have the chance to take a 
Chapter member fishing, do it.  It’s well worth your time! 

 

David Brandt Memorial Bench 
by Eddie Thompson 

   

The memorial for David Brandt is now in place at the Track River 
Hatchery.   David was very dedicated to STEP projects, many of them 
on the Trask, so this is an appropriate place.  He believed that work 
needed to be ongoing if we were to protect the natural resources we 
enjoy for generations yet to come.  The plaque shows David in his 
neoprenes with two native fish taken at a time it was legal to do so.  In 
the background are his truck, boat, and two dogs.  All that portrays a 
perfect image of a true fisherman.  Maybe one of the children he 
worked with on Kid’s Fishing Day will notice it and remember him 
taking them out in his boat on Hagg Lake.   
     The bench is a resting spot to sit and enjoy the river.  It is also 
functional, as it provides a place to anchor the garbage can so it can’t 
blow away, which was a problem in the past.  It’s really helping 
controlling litter, so even David’s memorial is doing service work. 
     Many thanks to Dick Henningsen, Dave Kuran, Chuck Halva, Don 
Brady, and Leroy Shultz for working on this project, along with Ron 
Rehn and Robert Bradley of OPDFW.  A special gratitude goes to Pal 
Johnson who took the reins and made it all happen. 
 

Kids’ Fishing Days 
March  24   Loren’s Pond – Trask hatchery 
May  5  Vernonia Pond 
May  19 Hebo Lake 
June  19 Free Fishing Day 
June  29 Trask Hatchery 
 

Sauvie Island Springers 
by David Dykes 

A great place to catch spring chinook if you’re a bank 
angler is from the beaches of Sauvie Island.  Willow Bar is 
one of those beaches, and access is open now.  This is an 
easy place to drive to and setup your plunking outfit and 
lawn chair.  Remember to get a parking permit, available at 
local businesses.  

Newsletter Going Online 
To save the chapter money so we can direct more of it 
towards fish and stream projects, we want to migrate more 
members to online distribution of the newsletter.   If you 
have an email address, please provide it at the meeting sign–
in sheet, or email it to Davorin at davorinf@msn.com 
We recognized some Steelheaders don’t have internet, so 
we’ll continue mailing a newsletter to them. 

Willamette Falls Fish Counts 
March 2007 

 
Day Sp. Chinook    S. Steelhead    W. Steelhead 
  1          0     0      2 
  2           0     0    26 
  3           0     0    47 
  4          0     0    87 
  5          0     4  123 
  6          0     9  162 
  7          0     7    94 
  8          0     6    69 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandy Steelhead Fishing 

    
 
 

    

From the mailbox: 
 
Dear Northwest Steelheaders, 
 
     I am writing this letter on behalf of the fourth grade classes at McKinney Elementary School to request field trip 
funds though your organization.  In caring for the trout eggs, we look forward to releasing our fry at Hagg Lake. 
 
     We anticipate the cost of this trip to be around $135.  Any financial support you can lend would be greatly 
appreciated.  Field trip funds are extremely limited and are often only approved if paid for by the students or sponsored 
through grants or organizations such as yours.  Our school serves a needy population, and it is difficult for many of the 
students to experience such opportunities. 
 
     The experience of hatching fry has been a wonderful experience for both myself and the 4th grade students.  It has 
been fascinating watching the eggs develop through the various stages, and many students have enjoyed the science 
of testing the pH and ammonia, and monitoring the temperature. 
 
     Part of the 4th grade curriculum included the studies of Native Americans.  In studying the importance of the salmon 
to the Northwest Coastal Native Americans, the students have learned about the life cycle of a salmon.  Secondly, in 
recently finishing our life cycle study unit on whales, being able to hatch trout fry has been a perfect correlation to this 
learning.  Being able to compare and contrast fish and whales as well as integrate our Native American studies, this 
project has been a wonderful learning experience for our students. 
 
     I thank you for all your support for this program.  We appreciate your generous loan of the fish tank and thank you 
for helping make our field trip possible.  We look forward to “hosting” a fish tank again next year! 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Kim Harrington 
 

Fishing for winter steelhead has been good on the Sandy River.  Here are some 
pictures of TV chapter members catching and release steelies.  All the tips and 
techniques have been discussed at chapter meetings over time. 

Larry bat tling a steelie  
during his special trip. 
 

Marc Davis and Larry Hull with a double. Time for a pose, then 
back into the river. 

A beautiful setting on the Sandy. 

Anther ent ry in the Catch -n-
Release Contest 

Leroy Shult z 
releasing one. 
 

Landing one on a 
bobber and jig. 

Corky and a dab of Slick’s  Secret Sauce 
enticed this steelhead. 



 

Door Prizes 
This months “show up” prize is a 7-piece fisherman’s knife set 
that includes 2 filet knifes, game shears, and a cleaver. Don’t 
forget to sign in and leave your email address.   
     As always we’ll have jigs, spinners and plugs.  There will also 
be a thermos for those cold mornings in the rain and other 
assorted goodies.  This month’s big prize is a steelhead rod and 
reel combo. 
     Tickets are still available for the annual Association raffle.  
Come see me at the Chapter meeting for your tickets for your 
chance at the trip for two to Alaska.  Remember, our Chapter gets 
50% of the money for all tickets sold by our Chapter. 
     If there is an item you use or that you would like to see in the 
monthly drawings, let me know what it is.  You can contact me at 
halvashomebrew@comcast.net or call me at (503) 591-0918. 

- Chuck Halva 

 

     Side Drifting on the Sandy River 
by Mark Hutchinson 

 
Brandon glass displays chrome on the Sandy  

When the last set of storms was winding down, a friend of 
mine called and asked if I wouldn’t rather go fishing than go to 
work.  I quickly checked the river levels and saw that the Sandy 
River was dropping from 11.5 feet elevation and should be 
perfect in two days, so I agreed to go. We were going with 
Brandon Glass, Jack Glass’s son, it was a half day trip for $100, 
be there at 7:30 a.m.... 
     I showed up early at Lewis and Clark Park and met Brandon, 
my friend John, and a father and son in-law team. We headed 
out in his 25 foot jet sled up the Sandy, and Brandon showed us 
the drill: we were using corkies with a small glob of eggs and ¼ 
inch of lead on 10 foot spinning rods with 10 pound line. 
Brandon would get to the top of the drift put the engine in 
reverse guiding the boat parallel to the bank. Then he cast 
towards the bank, we would each in turn cast where he did until 
five baits were bouncing along the gravel bottom in unison.  
The weather was misty and the river high, but after an hour of 
fishing our first bright silver hatchery fish was in the boat. 
Several drifts later and another fish and another fish until it was 
1:00pm and the trip was over. With two other guide boats on the 
river we had the only three fish, and I had learned a couple of 
new tricks.  It sure beat working. 
 

Necanicum Tree Planting 
The NW Steelheaders will continue with additional tree 
plantings on the Necanicum River Saturday, March 17.  This is a 
tangible activity you can participate in that directly results in 
improved watersheds and consequently improved fisheries.  
Additional information will be available from Paul Johnson at the 
meeting.   
 
Below is a picture of one of two truckloads of logs that were 
transported from Cape Lookout State Park to Munson Creek on 
February 28 as part of other STEP project work managed by Troy 
Goby, an ODFW Biologist. 

 

 

Election Approaching 
     The election of chapter officers will be held in April, and is 
rapidly approaching.  All the positions are open: President, 
Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  New people are also 
needed for the various directorships.  Over the past few years, 
we’ve had some new people step up and provide new ideas 
and leadership, and we’re looking forward to continuing this 
trend, so if you can help our worthy chapter, your efforts will 
be appreciated by all. 

Turn in Last Year’s Tags 
     Don’t forget to return you 2006 Harvest Tags to ODFW.   
Paul Johnson can also accept yours at the meeting.  Not only 
does ODFW need the data from our tags for ongoing research, 
but you are also automatically entered in a drawing for a new 
jet sled.  
 


